ADAM TO ABRAHAM (Seminar 4)
This lesson is divided into three sections and takes us from Genesis chapter 4 through chapter 11. In the period covered by these chapters we find some of the most dramatic events in the history of mankind; removal from Eden, the Flood, Tower of Babel and the call of Abram.

CAIN AND ABEL 

Genesis 4:1-7 

The children of Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel are a real life enactment of the Seed of the Woman and the Seed of the Serpent including the enmity spoken of in Genesis 3:15. This conflict between believers and non believers, will continue through history. 

vv.3-5 We are introduced to the occupations of Cain and Abel. By comparing the verses in this chapter with the new testament commentary in Hebrews 11:4, that these men had been instructed in the significance and procedure relative to sacrifice. We read here  that it was by faith that Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain. Faith implies understanding and belief. 

vv.6-7 Cain had equal opportunity to do what was pleasing in God's sight, but it appears he chose to willfully ignore the principle of sacrifice and put his own will before that of the Creator. When God refused Cain's offering of vegetables, Cain ignored God’s counsel and gave vent to his rebellious attitude by killing his brother. v.8  In this verse the pattern of knowingly disobeying the word of God is set which finds its focal point with those who were responsible for putting Christ on the cross. The continuation of the seed of the woman is shown in verse 25. God had appointed Eve another son to continue her seed instead of Abel. She shows her understanding of this by choosing for her son the name of Seth, meaning "appointed." 

Genesis 5 

This chapter gives us the genealogy of the patriarchs. It is helpful to read the first five verses to demonstrate the extended life span in the patriarchal age. It is interesting to note that Adam lived almost to the end of the first thousand year "day" period, as indicated on the chart from lesson 2. We can now proceed to the next section of our lesson. 

THE FLOOD 

Genesis 6 

The first portion of this chapter illustrates the departure from God's ways and the moral decline in society. This process had its roots in the intermarriage of the sons of God (seed of the woman) and the daughters of men (seed of the serpent). It is evident that in order to save humanity, God must terminate a condition which had no human remedy. 
v.5 Jesus refers to a similar condition in Matthew 24:37, which would exist in the last days and can only be corrected by God's intervention. 

Genesis 6:8 

This verse introduces us to Noah "a just man and perfect" (v9) and his family. Around this small group God would build again, preserving "the seed of the woman." 

The remainder of the 6th chapter describes the building of the Ark that would save them from the flood of destruction which came upon the earth. Briefly review the construction of the Ark and the gathering of the animals, birds and creeping things. 

Genesis 7:23 

A brief outline of chapter 7 will give the essential facts of the flood and the destruction of all flesh with the exception of Noah and his family. 

Genesis 8 
 

The flood gradually dries up and the Ark comes to rest on the mountains of Ararat. Noah and his family are able to stand once more on dry ground. In gratitude, Noah builds an altar and offers a sacrifice unto the Lord. God gives him the assurance that He would never again curse the ground for man's sake. Also, God promised that "While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease." 

Genesis 9 

In the 11th verse, God expands this promise by establishing a covenant with Noah, which would have the rainbow as its token. This was an everlasting covenant between the Creator and every living creature. It was God's assurance that there would never again be a flood that would destroy every living creature of all flesh. 

Genesis 10 

Another genealogy, this time of the development of the generations of the sons of Noah. Once again the earth was re-populated according to God's commandment to “be fruitful and multiply." 

TOWER OF BABEL 

Genesis 11 

This chapter gives us a description of the form of society that developed after the flood. A great congregation of people migrated from the East to a plain in the land of Shinar. The memory of the flood seemed to have had a strong influence on the events that took place as related in this Chapter. The impulse to build a city and a tower evidently sprang from a desire for safety and from pride in their social system. Pride is one thing that God cannot tolerate. Safety lies not in cities and towers but in obedience to God's laws. Imagine how frustrating their rebellious intent and actions would be to God! So, by confounding their language and scattering them abroad upon the face of all the earth mankind was forced to spread out and break off their organized opposition to God. It is significant that the name of their city is called Babel. (The margin alternative is confusion.) The remaining verses in this chapter give us the descendants of Shem, one of Noah's sons. In verse 26 we see the first mention of the name Abram. We end our lesson with the introduction of this man who is to be the father of the race later to be called God's chosen people. We shall learn more of this man in the next lesson.
